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Charis Presents “Rejoicing the Heart”- A Concert of Modern Sacred Works

Charis Chamber Voices, the acclaimed vocal ensemble directed by Susanne Peck, presents “Rejoicing the Heart”, a concert of modern sacred works from the Judeo-Christian tradition. The concert program includes Ernest Bloch’s “Sacred Service” (“Avodath Hakodesh”), newly arranged for chamber orchestra and sung in Hebrew, featuring Cantorial baritone soloist Lee Schwartz, formerly Cantor for 25 years at the Sinai Free Synagogue in Mount Vernon.  In an interesting contrast of style and yet a spirit of unity, Charis will also perform Ralph Vaughan Williams’ “Mass in G Minor”, a lush a cappella masterpiece of English choral music scored for double choir. The program also includes Samuel Barber’s  “Hermit Songs”, modern settings of 8th to 13th Century Irish texts sung by Soloist Susanne Peck, who is also Artistic Director of Charis Chamber Voices.   

Charis Chamber Voices is an ensemble of 30 singers directed by Westchester resident Susanne Peck,  a professional soloist and voice teacher as well as Artistic Director of the group.  Charis performs a wide variety of music, appearing regularly in Westchester County and occasionally in New York City.  The ensemble has released 2 CDs, From Sorrow Free, a collection of American songs from early hymns to settings of modern poetry and Hoping It Might Be So-Christmastide, a collection of 20 Christmas carols- some new, some unusual and some beloved favorites set in new arrangements, both accompanied and a cappella. 
The concert will be held at the Recital Hall, The Performing Arts Center, Purchase College on Saturday, November 20th, 2004 at 8 pm.  Tickets are $25. For tickets call:  914-931-6575. Visit www.charisvocals for more info. about the group and our CDs. 

